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Public versus Private Faith

By Tom Blackaby, International Director Or Hnry Slocioby J
In the same way, let your light shine before people in such away that -
they will see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”™ April 2010 .
Matthew 5:16 [~ Forward toa Friend
Our relationship with God has two components to it: the invisible and the visible, the private and the Subscribe fo Newsletfer
public, the inward and the outward. Most people seem to be better at one or the other component, but
the hard part is having balance between the two. Those who focus on the internal, private aspect of their
relationship with God tend to be reluctant to share their faith with others, or speak up when truth needs W
to be shared. Their relationship with God is nobody s business but their own, and they can resent being WITH BMI
challenged in the outward expression of their faith. Those who focus on the outward aspect of their faith for locations and times of
can be so busy in ministry and caring for others that they often burn out* because their inner spiritual SieiEss i e
life is too weak to sustain them. They may take pride in eloquent public prayers, the number of hours CALENDAR
they spend helping others, or the great sacrifices they make for God s Kingdom, but they are hollow '°b°°P":"f U RrCyar
inside. The balanced life has an inner Christian life that is vibrant and meaningful, and close enough to P Am
God to know where He wants them to invest their time and ministry in the outward Christian life. The quw_Ujﬂu oo avent
public expression of their faith is a genuine expression of their private time with God. This means God at your church or location
empowers them and equips them for the ministries He has called them to. The public ministry reweals EVENT

areas in their life that need to be addressed in private with God, and their private relationship with God
shows them where their priorities in the public need to be focused. Ask God to help you hawe a
balanced Christian life where God can use in public what He teaches you in private.

Spiritual Leader

What People Are Saying About BMI Conference

August 30-31
<+ ‘| was most impressed with Dr. Blackaby's genuineness and
authenticity. He is just a regular guy who has been used in special
ways because of his relationship with the Father. Thank you for ' Coiucr:\;t:‘i,zlti,nsaouth
bringing him in to encourage us and remind us that it is about spir-
ituality not celebnty.”
< ‘|l very much appreciate the casual structure of today's event.
| have a sense of God's presence and wisdom, which for me, to- Q@ g
day, is way more important than a canned spiel with PowerPoint RESOURCES
outlines and graphics. What is being shared today comes out of | CLICKHERE |

Spint-filed experience. This is both challenging and encouraging
(I wish | was 20 years younger or heard this 20 years ago.)’

% “God used Dr. Blackaby and the Gift Day to strengthen my

soul to remind me of my prionties and to deepen my passion for
ministry. Also, | sensed several specific words from the Lord to
which | need to respond”

Tom Speaking in Angola
< “Wow. Like a fire hydrant or hose. Lots of food not just for Hson
thought but for soul. | have been well fed but more importantly | am not sure | can pastor the same

way after leaving Dr. Blackaby. \What a great day!”

# “God was affirming me in a place of real insecurity. As a new pastor, a first time, middle-aged
woman pastor called out through cnsis of belief that requires faith and action, this [time] has been
an important affiration

SUPPORT BMI TODAY!
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